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Technical Tips
(Continued from page 14)

interesting in the accidental way it all came about, as well
as how quickly she pulled training material together,
thanks in great part to the help of OLAC. The
presentation included photos of Rebecca’s trip and she
also discussed current cultural and political issues in
Kosovo. The university and public/municipal libraries in
Kosovo are automating with ALEPH as their library
management system. Barbara Ford (past ALA President)
was on the same U.S. Department of State-sponsored
trip to Kosovo. She provided advice regarding the
forming of a professional library organization in Kosovo
and the hosting of professional conferences.
From Technical Services to Knowledge
Management Services: Confronting Knowledge
Organization in a Post-Disciplinary World by Dr.
John B. Howard (Associate Dean of Libraries, Arizona
State University): John began with a summary of the
Western knowledge tradition and an overview of the
ASU Knowledge Network, which will be unveiled soon.
In answer to the question, “Whither technical services?”
he answered that its focus will shift away from the typical
publishing world and to locally-created knowledge
domains.
Other frameworks will become part of
technical services, in addition to the existing rules of
AACR, MARC, etc. John sees this as a transitional time,
evidenced by what he described as a downward trend in
the use of OPACs. The distinctions between public and
technical services continue to blur and merge.
There was a cataloging question and answer panel with
Robert Freeborn, Verna Urbanski, and Jay Weitz. Most
of the questions asked and answered in that session will
likely end up in Jay’s regular column “OLAC Cataloger’s
Judgment” in the OLAC Newsletter available on the web at:
http://ublib.buffalo.edu/libraries/units/cts/olac/newsletters/
The poster sessions were numerous and informative and
all have information available on the conference
presentations website at the URL given at the start of
this report. Here’s a list to give you the flavor of their
depth and breadth:

• From DVCam to DVD: A Workflow for Integrating

Videorecordings of Campus Events into the Online
Catalog
• Challenges of Classifying a Video Collection at an
Academic Library—Integrating a Video Collection
into the Online Catalog
• NOAA Ocean Exploration Digital Video and Image
Volume 31, Issue 4

Data: Archiving, Preserving, and Accessing Online
Oceanographic Information
• NLM-CIT Collaborative Video Archive
• Cataloging Streaming Video on the Web:
Collaboration between Catalogers, an Archivist, and
a Documentary Filmmaker
• e-Books in the Online Catalog: Challenges and
Opportunities
• RDA and Realia, Kits, and Other Funny Formats
• Mapping the Future: Digital Solutions for Historical
Map Collections
• Stop the Backlog! Cross-training as a Response to a
Growing Multimedia Collection
• The Preview Process in Cataloging Videorecordings:
Collaboration with Media Staff & Student Assistants
The weather was beautiful during my time in Arizona,
with temperatures in the low 80s during the day and in
the 50s at night. I took the opportunity to participate in
the two tours offered by OLAC in conjunction with the
conference. The Desert Botanical Gardens Tour began
in its Library, which was followed by a chance to roam
the grounds on our own. Since I had never been to
Arizona before, I was especially fascinated with the many
types of cactus, as well as other plants and flowers
growing in the desert.
I also went on the tour of the Pueblo Grande Museum,
which is “located at a 1,500 year-old Hohokam village
ruins in modern day Phoenix ... explore the ruin of an
800 year-old platform mound possibly used by the
Hohokam for ceremonies or as an administrative center.
An excavated ballcourt, and to full-scale reproductions of
prehistoric Hohokam homes can be viewed along the
ruin trail. The site also includes some of the last
remaining intact Hohokam irrigation canals.” It was a bit
strange to stand among the historic ruins and
simultaneously see the backdrop of the Phoenix
freeways!
I was fortunate enough to attend an OLAC conference in
1990 in Rochester, N.Y. That training laid the foundation
of my AV cataloging skills. But since it is essential to
keep these skills up-to-date, it is reassuring to know that
the same high quality conference is still offered by OLAC
all these years later. Many thanks once again to ALLUNY
and the UB Law Library for making it possible for me to
attend this OLAC conference!
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