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Bibliographic Control Alphabet Soup: Webinar Report
(Continued from page 14)

Diane Hillmann (Director of Metadata Initiatives, Information Institute of Syracuse)
―RDA Elements & Vocabularies‖ was the title of Ms. Hillmann’s portion of the program. While Dr. Tillett had only said
in passing that we will move beyond MARC, Ms. Hillmann’s first slide had the caption ―Why Not MARC?‖ She
explained that the exclusive use of MARC by libraries limits us in exchanging data with other communities, all of which
are now focused on metadata. The repurposing of data is essential in today’s cataloging environment, but MARC is an
impediment to moving forward since it is organized around records, rather than more agile data packets.
At this point, Ms. Hillmann turned to a more technical discussion of her work with the DCMI/RDA Task Group which
―would build the formal representation of the elements and vocabularies and set up an Application Profile.‖ She
acknowledged the difficulties presented by starting their work while the text of RDA was still in flux. But since
cataloging rules are never totally ―done‖ this also serves as an advantage by positioning libraries to move ahead quickly
once RDA implementation is underway. In conclusion, she opined that ―MARC will be with us for many more years
[but] not as the lynchpin of our data strategy.‖
William Moen (Associate Professor, School of Library and Information Sciences, University of North Texas)
―Data-Driven Evidence for Core MARC Records‖ was the title of Dr. Moen’s presentation. He gave a detailed account
of the research project he conducted in 2005-2007 in which he examined over 56 million OCLC records, with the
intent of capturing data on the usage level of the various MARC tags by practicing catalogers. The goal was simply to
record use of the MARC structure, not to examine the quality of the cataloging data. As might be expected, the
findings showed that a small number of MARC fields were used frequently, while many other MARC fields were rarely
used. Dr. Moen expressed the importance of knowing what catalogers actually do before proposing to make any
changes in their activities. He actually ended up by posing a lot of questions that need to be addressed:




●

What is needed in a bibliographic record to support FRBR?
What should we train catalogers to do?
Can we defend our current practice?
Can we streamline our current practice?

Q&A: Some of the questions and answers were recorded and are available on the web, although the ones directed to
Dr. Moen seem not to be there. Many of the questions reflected the discomfort catalogers are feeling as they face
major upheavals associated with the implementation of RDA and the eventual phase-out of the MARC format. Yet the
―answers‖ revealed that little is known about what exactly will happen and when over the course of the next few
years.
Here is the website with event slides and Q&A:
http://www.niso.org/news/events/2009/bibcontrol09/
On October 27, 2009, I viewed a related webinar, this one was sponsored by OCLC and entitled ―RDA and OCLC.‖
Unfortunately, I did not feel this session added too much more information to the uncertainty already swirling around
this topic. Here is what I did learn:



●

OCLC’s contract cataloging operation will participate in RDA testing.
OCLC will accommodate data created under both sets of rules.
OCLC will participate in training delivered by ALCTS.

Stay tuned as developments continue …
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