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FACULTY

Visiting Professors See Turmoil in
Eastern Europe

uring the spring
semester, UB Law
students gained a
personal perspective on

the tumultuous changes
in Eastern Europe through the eyes of

two visiting professors.

Andras Sajo, of Hungary, and
Krzystof Palecki, of Poland, both
brought their legal insights and their
intellectual, social and political
observations into the classrooms of
O’Brian Hall. Each has experienced
firsthand the birthpangs of nations
learning to embrace the idea and the
practice of democracy.

For Andras Sajo, the semester’s
end meant a return to his native
Budapest and a renewed campaign on
behalf of a proposed new constitution
for Hungary. In company with a
group of fellow scholars, he served as
a member of the Constitution Drafting
Commiittee which wrote the proposed
constitution — because, he said, the
current document is technically
deficient.

“It’s frustrating to see these
pelitical difficulties in the country
because there is no proper
constitution,” Sajo said. “I know these
problems can be solved.”

The constitutional debate is a
major issue among the Hungarian
people, the professor said. “There was
a major debate on prime-time
television, and there was huge press
coverage.

“Muny people believe we have an
act of Parfiament and we have a
constilwtion - 5o everything's fine,

But that’s not enough. We need a
stronger belief in the rule of law.”

Sajo’s teaching at UB included a
course in public international law and
a seminar in comparative
environmental law. He is a professor
of Comparative and International
Business Law at the School of
Economics in Budapest, and a
Scientific Counsellor at the Institute
of Legal and Political Sciences of the
Hungarian Academy of Sciences.

He is also active in restructuring
the Hungarian economy as the deputy
chair of the National Deregulation
Board.

“It’s a nice intellectual
atmosphere here,” he said. “There are
a lot of people who have advanced
degrees in other areas, which makes
for a nice cross-fertilization.”

The international law course
brought home to students the reality
of the soon-to-be-unified European
Communiry.

“It seems to me,” Sajo said, “that
Americans are still reluctant to
understand the implications of the
European Community. This will be an
entity with more power, more
influence than even the United States
has.

“You automatically believe that
now that the Soviet Union has fallen
apart, the United States is No. 1.
That’s going 1o last just two more
years,” he predicted.

Sajo. who polished his excellent
command of English by working as a
tour gutde in Budapest in his youth.
said he found “some pretty nice

surprises” in Western New York during
his semester here. He spoke highly of
the Albright-Knox Art Gallery and of
the intellectual climate of the
University as a whole. “Interesting
people come here to speak,” he said.

But he left with a marginal
assessment of the job American
elementary and high schools are doing.
“They just don’t require the students to
work hard,” he said. In his international
law course, he found that “people have
no idea of American history, no idea of
geography. This is not just in Buffalo,
this is everywhere.”

or Krzyszto Palecki, of

Poland, the trip to Buffalo

was part of a major

scholarly exchange

agreement between the
State University of New York and
Jagiellonian University in Krakow,
where he is director of the Institute
for Political Sciences. At UB, in
addition to teaching, Palecki worked
to coordinate and expand the
program’s scope among SUNY
taculty and students.

The exchange program — which
focuses on the social sciences, law
and the humanities — is intended to
explore the theory of political
transition in the context of both the
United States and Poland. Palecki was
the third Jagiellonian professor to
teach at UB.

The agreement. Palecki said. is
“s0 wide, so rich, that it's almost
unprecedented. It looks very
promising.”
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