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The Buffalo Library, second home of
the Buffalo Law School, 1888-1893.

n October 3, 1887, the first
class of the Buffalo Law School met in a small, plainly furnished room in
the Ellicott Street home of the Niagara Medical School. Charles
Daniels, a New York State Supreme Court justice and the first dean of
the law school, addressed this first class of 15 young men. Appropri
ately, the topic of the lecture was "How to Study Law. "
The school's founders had overcome many barriers. As classes began
in the fall of 1887, what had been a paper entity finally began to train
students in the practice of law. It was in every sense a humble begin-
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Graduates of the Class of 1915.
ning. The law school still had no building, no endowment, no budget, no
library and no trained or paid full-time faculty. Though a few of the
earliest instructors were paid, most faculty were unpaid volunteers who
agreed to discuss various legal topics.
The first faculty included Dean Charles Daniels, Constitutional Law;
Charles Beckwith, chief judge of the Superior Court of Buffalo, Equity
Jurisprudence; George S. Wardwell, Municipal Court judge, Torts; Al
bion W. Tourgee, Legal Ethics; Charles P. Norton, who served as
registrar of the law school and later would serve as chancellor of the
University, Civil Practice; Spencer Clinton, Property; George Clinton,
Admiralty; James Fraser Gluck, Corporations; Adelbert Moot, who
would later serve as dean, Evidence; LeRoy Parker, vice dean of the
law school, Contracts; Tracy C. Becker, Criminal Law; and John G.
Milburn, Codes.
Also: Carl T. Chester, Marriage and Divorce; E. Corning Townsend,
who served as secretary and treasurer, Domestic Relations; Edward L.
Parker, Transmission of Estates; H. H. Seymour, Agency and Partner
ship; Sheldon T. Viele, Special Proceedings; and Charles B. Wheeler,
Manufacturing Corporations.
Others who soon joined the faculty included the Hon. Loran L. Lewis,
Trial of Cases; Jacob Stern, Erie County surrogate, and Lucius N. Bangs,
a former Genesee County Surrogate, shared the teaching of Estate Law.
Its founders intended that the school be self-supporting. They knew,
however, that there would be start-up costs, and that the school needed
more than tuition money to survive. So, for the first two years, the
school was supported in part by tuition and in part by "subscriptions" or
contributions made by faculty members. The school intended to repay

this money once it was financially sound, but subscribers could not have
been assured that the school ever would have enough money to do so.
The contributors included Charle~;P. Norton;·,Ja.mes F. Gluck, Spencer
Clinton, George Clinton, Ad~lb~rt Moot, Tr~c~y-· C. Milburn, Charles
Beckwith and Charles Daniels.
Law schools in the 19th century were seen as ivory towers, churning
out theorists but unable to produce competent legal practitioners.
Though formation of the law school gave students a more academic
approach to the study of law, the Buffalo Law School was envisioned as
a place to learn the practical side of the law as well. It was much more
dependent on the local bar than were many other law schools. As is
evident from the above list, virtually all of the original faculty were
sitting judges or practicing attorneys.
Classes were held downtown, in the midst of the legal community.
Most students worked as clerks in law offices in addition to their stud
ies. This enabled them to observe practical applications of the legal
rules learned in the classroom.
Perhaps because of these factors, the approach to legal studies dur
ing the Buffalo Law School's early years was much different from what
it is today. The case method of legal academic training, developed by
Harvard Law School, dominated in American law schools by the early
1900s. This method was used at Buffalo, but still, great emphasis was
placed on the "business" aspects of the profession. The Albany Law
journal, in its January 7, 1899, issue, summarized the Buffalo Law
School method this way:

It is a practical school. It does not go deeply into the
history or theory oflaw; but it points out to its students
the things they most need to know in successfully prac
ticing their profession and making a living. It explains
the practical bearing ofprinciples that are most useful
to clients in ordinary affairs, so that its students may
give sound advice in common business matters. It
teaches what is most necessary to be known in trying
cases, so that in starting their practice they may handle
simple litigations and not learn to handle them for the
first time in court at the client's expense. In a word, it
aims to inform its pupils concerning the principles and
methods which every lawyer must know to be a valuable
man to those who employ him, whether in consultation
or in court.
The founders believed in combining academic and law office experi
ence. In the October 1889 edition of The Green Bag, a now-defunct
periodical for lawyers, Professor Norton wrote:

The charge against law schools today, in the mouths
of business men, is that they turn out men who are
good theorists, perhaps, but who have not much prac
tical knowledge. Their judgment is not to be trusted.
They are not ofmuch use. The lawyer who is wanted by
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business men must be an adroit business agent. He
must understand how to advise business men in their
business, how to manipulate men and things for them,
how to suggest plans for them to win, how to snatch
them from disaster when it threatens.
Norton felt that only experience as a law clerk could give students
this perspective. He stated that it was "[u]pon a theory of combining
these methods of instruction the Buffalo Law School was founded." The
school's original admission standards did not require pre-legal college
work. The policy was to accept any applicant who was a graduate of any
"literary" college. According to the school's catalog, other applicants
were required to "pass an examination upon the subjects prescribed in
the rules of the Court of Appeals, namely Arithmetic, Grammar, Ge
ography, Orthography, English and American History, and English
Composition."
In lieu of taking this examination, applicants could present a certifi
cate from the Board of Regents attesting to their competence in these
subjects. The school also admitted students who did not wish to work
toward a degree. These non-matriculating students were admitted
without taking the entrance examination.
School policy also provided that applicants could be admitted directly
to the senior class if they passed examinations in the courses taken by
the junior class. This provision allowed applicants with law office train
ing to receive some credit for this work toward their academic degree.
The original 15 students who signed the register of students on
October 3, 1887, were: Loran L. Lewis Jr., Arthur C. Coffey, A.
Wallace Thayer, James D. Boyle, Julius A. Schreiber, J. Emery Traut,
James F. Pettit, Charles M. Koine, Abraham Loeser, Louis L. Ullman,
Frank M. Chapin, Nelson C. Fuller, Louis M. Marcus, FrankS. Talcott
and Carl G. Schwiete.
During the first academic year, six additional students joined the class.
They were Bliss P. Davis, Edmund P. Cottle, Herbert T. Auerbach,
Frederick W. Kreidler, Godfrey M. Frohe and Edmund P. Clossey.
The 1887-88 catalog, then called the annual announcement, indicated
that the two-year program leading to a bachelor of laws degree would
include this course of instruction:
Junior Year
The Law of Contracts and Private Rights
The Law of Property
The Theory of Law Codes and Codification
Criminal Law and Procedure
The Law of Torts
Practice in Civil Actions
Senior Year
The Law of Evidence
Equity Jurisprudence and Pleading
Mercantile Law (including Bills & Notes, Partnership, Sales and Insurance)
Corporations and Medical Jurisprudence
Maritime and Admiralty Law
Constitutional Law
Legal Ethics
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The first page of the register of students, 1887.
Lectures also were to be given in special subjects such as Wills and
the Estates of Deceased Persons; Trusts; Domestic Relations; Roman,
Civil and International Law; and the Trial of Cases. Required "textbooks"
were to be compiled by the instructors. In addition, students were asked
to obtain copies of Blackstone's Commentaries and Kent's Commentaries.
It should be noted that Loran L. Lewis Jr., whose father was a faculty
member and registrar, later taught at the school and served as presi
dent of the Law Alumni Association for many years. The original class
was reduced to 14 when Charles M. Koine died a few weeks after his
admission. Another member of the first class, Louis L. Ullman, was
blind. He became the first disabled graduate of the law school.
Almost the entire first class hailed from Buffalo. However, the class
did include one Texan and one student from Auburn, New York. The
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The Ellicott Square Building, fourth home of the Buffalo Law School,
1896-1913.

second class would include students from Syracuse, Sinclairville, Troy,
Jamestown and Washington, D. C. These students may have been at
tracted by the school catalog's statement of tuition and expenses:
The expenses of students for board and room
need not exceed $4.00 per week.
Therefore:
Tuition Fee
Living expenses eight months
Text Books

$100.00
160.00
20.00
$280.00

The tuition remained at $100 per academic year until 1918, when the
charge rose to $150. In 1927, tuition was raised to $250; in 1938 it was
$350. By the late 1950s, it had risen to $880. (A year-by-year table of
annual tuition appears in Appendix A.)
During the school's first year, prizes were awarded for academic
performance in honor of Charles Daniels and the Clinton family. The
Daniels Award was given to the senior who wrote the best thesis. The
Clinton Award was given to the graduate with the highest two-year
academic standing. Both prizes origlli.ally included an award of $250.
However, the cash prize later was divided to allow for first- and second
place finishers in each category.
A few years later, the Moot Award was established to recognize the

student who achieved the highest startclji:lg in Evidence. In the years to
come, several law book publishers created awards for academic achieve
ments.
Some members of the origmai d~ss, many ·t;{ whom had had law office
training, decided not to return, but instead took the bar exam immedi
ately. An article in the June 18, 1888, edition of the Buffalo Express
stated:

At the recent examination of law students for ad
mission to the Bar, conducted by the committee of ex
aminers . . . those students who had taken the course
of lectures in the Buffalo Law School during the past
year stoodfirst in excellence. This is agood showingfor
the Law School and speaks well for the thoroughness of
the training which the students receive there.
In 1888, the school moved to a room in the Buffalo Library Building,
on Clinton Street. The law school agreed to pay $100 rent for the
academic year and also agreed to provide its own seating and reimburse
the library for any cleaning costs. The school would remain at the
Buffalo Library until 1893.
The first commencement was held on May 29, 1889, in the lecture
room of the Buffalo Library. On the dais were Bishop Ryan and the Rev.
Kircher of Niagara University and New York State Court of Appeals
Justice Albert Haight, along with several other judges and representa
tives from among the school's founders. Haight was the main speaker.
Daniels was to have addressed the group, but he was detained by a
court session in a neighboring town and arrived toward the close of the
ceremony. Loran L. Lewis Jr. addressed the gathering as class orator.
Bishop Ryan, as chancellor of Niagara University, conferred the degree
of bachelor of laws upon the eight graduates, presenting them with
diplomas signed by himself and the Rev. Kircher. The graduates were:
Herbert T. Auerbach, James D. Boyle, Arthur C. Coffey, Godfrey M.
Frohe, Loran L. Lewis Jr., Julius A. Schreiber, A. Wallace Thayer and
Louis L. Ullman. Only three members of the senior class failed to
graduate. The 12th member of the class, Edmund P. Cottle, was taking
a special course and was not matriculated.
The Daniels and Clinton prizes were awarded to A. Wallace Thayer
for his Constitutional Law thesis, and Godfrey M. Frohe for his class
standing and moot court work.
By 1889, the school could support itself without the aid of subscribers
and was confident of success. Indeed, a year earlier, the school's cat
alog proclaimed: "Its organizers are confident that [the school] has
already passed the experimental stage, and that it may be regarded as
successfully and permanently established."
The school was wholly under the control of the faculty. But the
faculty was unsatisfied with its relationship with Niagara University and
sought independence for the law school. In 1890, a bill was introduced
to the New York State Legislature permitting the dean and faculty to
grant degrees and manage the property and affairs of the school. The
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The first two women to graduate from the law school, Helen Z. M.
Rodgers and Cecil B. Wiener, of the Class of 1899.
legislature failed to enact the bill, perhaps because of the dissatisfaction
expressed by the Regents of the University of the State of New York.
The Regents inquired whether Niagara University had approved the
separation. They were puzzled "why such an application goes to the
Legislature instead of to the Regents, who have full authority to take
any needed action." In a letter to Niagara officials, Melvil Dewey, sec
retary of the State University of New York, concluded: "If the Bill is not
approved by the University, please telegraph me on receipt of this and
I think its progress can be delayed. "

In reply, the Rev. Kircher wrote to Dewey explaining that while
Niagara University looked upon the law school's desire to separate with
"very much regret," it would n.ot. oppose •the . proposed legislation.
Kircher indicated that the law sch~of officials li~a'cbnsulted and obtained
the consent of the Niagara trustees before presenting the bill to the
legislature.
The existing records and correspondence fail to articulate just why
the school wished to separate from Niagara. Certain documents suggest
that the school could receive financial aid, although the source of this aid
is not clear, should the school not be affiliated with Niagara.
In his letter to Dewey, Kircher indicated that Niagara, as agreed in
the incorporating articles, could not give the law school any financial
help and that as an independent school the organizers expected to
"obtain a pecuniary grant from some quarter or another." However, the
school's finances changed little following the separation. There is no
evidence that the school subsequently received any endowment or
grant.
According to another theory, the school wanted the separation be
cause Niagara lacked an adequate library, and had no local student
population from which the law school could attract students. This theory
does not hold up to scrutiny. As an independent institution, the law
school still would have no library. Nor did the University of Buffalo have
an adequate law library at that time. The law school's students did have
access to the library of the Eighth Judicial Court, which proved adequate
for the developing years. Indeed, even after the. law school was an
nexed to the University of Buffalo, it continued to rely on the court
library as its main source of. research materials.
As to the theory that Niagara had an insufficient student body from
which to draw students, it should be remember~d that the law school
did not require pre-legal college·.work for ·adrriission. Too, the Univer
sity of Buffalo then consisted of only a medical school and a pharmacy
school. They could offer no student body from which to attract stu
dents.
A more probable, though somewhat disturbing, explanation is that
the legal community was uncomfortable with Niagara University's reli
gious affiliation. This country was settled by waves of immigrants. The
arrival of any new group created tensions between it and the older
settled groups. At this time, there was a great influx of Roman Cath
olics to the Buffalo area, and it is clear that there was a schism between
the settled Protestant community and the newly arrived Catholics.
Though references are vague, it was suggested in correspondence be
tween Dewey and some of the school's organizers that Niagara was not
a "suitable" alma mater for the law school's graduates.
In any event, the legislation seeking an independent charter was not
enacted. In Dewey's view, the appropriate procedure when seeking
such a charter was to petition the Regents rather than the state legis
lature. Perhaps the biggest reason for the bill's failure, however, was
that the law school met none of the standards required of an institution
in order for it to confer degrees. Among other requirements, such
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Adelbert Moot, second dean, 1897-1902

institutions usually were required to have an endowment of at least
$100,000. According to Dewey, the law school had no "building, en
dowments, salaried officers nor history and tradition behind [it] and
[had] no library or plant."
Despite these rumblings, the business of educating students pressed
on. During this period, the law students were exposed to some culture,
willingly or not: The library's lecture rooms rented by the school also
were used to house an art exhibit. The school's second commencement
was held on May 29, 1890, and degrees were awarded to Dee, Haller,
Oishei, Prather, Quackenbush and Sylvester.
The rumblings of discontent came to a head during the 1890-91 ac
ademic year. Following the abortive attempt to secure a legislative
charter, and perhaps at the implied suggestion of the Regents, the

faculty and the Regents negotiated to obtain a special charter that would
give the Buffalo Law School its independence.
The negotiations resulted. in the following understanding:
• The school would leave Niagara University and become part of the
University of the State of New York, subject to the general supervision
of the Regents, but having an independent charter that gave it corporate
powers and privileges as to business and property.
• The school was not required to furnish a property endowment
because members of the faculty bore a financial responsibility.
• Though the school would have no power to confer degrees of its
own, degrees would be conferred by the University of the State of New
York, which would then examine students in the subjects they had
studied that year.
Dewey, in a letter to Norton, argued that this arrangement would
benefit the school. Its pupils, he said, would "be able to secure a
degree, not from Niagara, nor from a local voluntary faculty, but under
the seal and from the University of the State." He added: "Outside the
state the degree of the Buffalo Law School would have little weight, but
by the new plan the same student would receive a diploma which would
be recognized all over the world."
On February 12, 1891, the Regents granted the application. This came
as no surprise to Niagara University, as the faculty had again discussed
the matter with Niagara officials. On February 10, 1891, LeRoy Parker,
vice dean of the law school, had written to Bishop Ryan requesting that
the university agree to sever relations. Niagara quickly complied.
The relationship between the law school and Niagara University al
ways had been cordial. On March 24, 1891, the law school faculty
unanimously adopted a resolution expressing their appreciation for the
courtesies shown by Niagara officials.
But the school's independence was short-lived. Although the law
school had been told that the Regents had granted it a charter, the
charter was never received. It appeared that the Regents were having
second thoughts about chartering the school in the 1890-91 academic
year. Indeed, the school was now having second thoughts of its own
about an independent charter under the auspices of the Regents. With
out the power to confer its own degrees, the school would find much of
its operation dictated by the Regents. A telegram from Moot to Norton
indicates that the school wanted its independence to be only temporary,
hoping to connect subsequently with another university. Moot put it this
way: "[E. Carelton] Sprague and [Wilson] Bissell consider the union [of
the] law ~chool and Buffalo University highly feasible, advisable, and
desirable now, as once in Regents hands we can never get out and their
present course shows this might be disastrous to us.
"Buffalo University will confer degrees on our graduates this month.
Do not hint at or disclose this information but adopt a dignified course
insisting upon all our demands being granted in full in short order and
this will result in an answer that will leave us honorably free from
them."
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Christopher G. Tiedman, third dean, 1902-1903

Moot's secret plan worked. The Regents and the school could not
agree on a procedure for examinations leading to the conferring of
degrees. The faculty then requested that its application for a charter be
withdrawn. It was, and the charter, although never actually received,
was revoked.
Pity the poor law student during these years, who must have won
dered if he was to receive a degree from Niagara University, from an
independent Buffalo Law School, or no degree at all. Moot's plan and
the cooperation of the University of Buffalo saved them. On May 18,
1891, the faculty resolved to become part of the University of Buffalo.
On May 19, 1891, a petition was presented to the University Council.
The council quickly approved the petition, thereby making the law
school a part of the University of Buffalo.

University Chancellor E. Carelton Sprague appointed a committee to
oversee the annexation of the law school. The committee consisted of
himself; James 0. Putnam; who,:W:ould lat~r replace Sprague as chan
cellor; Dr. Matthew D. Mann; and Wilson S. Bissell, who would later
succeed Putnam as chancellor. (It is interesting to note that Sprague,
Putnam and Mann were members of the University committee which
produced the 1887 report that postponed the creation of a law school.)
The committee established a law school faculty committee consisting of
Dean Daniels, LeRoy Parker and Adelbert Moot.
On May 20, 1891, the University Council resolved that the law school
did indeed constitute a department within the University~ The council
made it clear, as had Niagara University, that the University would not
be liable for any debts incurred by the law school. The council also
resolved' that judge Daniels would remain as dean.
Also, inasmuch as the law school's third commencement was only a
few weeks away, the council declared that should the chancellor and
vice chancellor be unable to attend the ceremony, George Gorham,
councillor, would be authorized to confer degrees upon the graduating
class. With this resolution, the law school formally became the third
school of the 1 University, which had consisted of the Schools of Medi
cine, established in 1846, and Pharmacy, founded in 1886.
Spencer Clinton was elected by the University Council to represent
the law school on the council. On May 26, 1891, at his first meeting as
a council member, Clinton recommended that the following students be
awarded bachelor of laws degrees: George]. Arnold, Sidney Boving
ton, Otto]. Erickson, Benjamin F. Folsom, FrederickS. jackson, N.B.
Neelen, Charles L. O'Connor, George K. Staples, james 0. Temple
ton,]. Howard Wheeler and William W. Wright Jr. The recommenda
tions were approved.
On May 28, 1891, these 11, plus Lester M. White, received their
diplomas at the first law school graduation under the auspices of the
University of Buffalo. White's name was not forwarded as a member of
the graduating class ~uring the May 26 meeting because he had been
"absent from exams attending an ill friend." White passed the makeup
examinations and was awarded his degree in july.
The 1891 commencement was held in front of a large gathering in the
concert hall on the University's campus. An orchestra opened the cer
emony with Ganna's "Le Pere de Victoire." Otto]. Erickson was the
student orator. The members of this graduating class had received
almost all of their instruction while the school was affiliated with Niagara
University. However, their degrees were conferred by Chancellor
james 0. Putnam of the University of Buffalo. Only the Classes of 1889
and 1890 were to have degrees conferred by Niagara University.
Throughout this seeming turmoil, classes continued, although most
students were focusing their attention on the school's changing affilia
tions. Still, there were other developments. On April 16, 1891, a group
organized the Daniels Inn of Phi Delta Phi, an international legal frater
nity. (This fraternity was present until it lost its charter in 1947 because
it had failed to reorganize after World War II.) Also in 1891, the Buffalo
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Library approved an extension allowing the law school to continue using
one of its lecture rooms. The rent, however, was increased to $150 for
the academic year.
Dean Daniels, who had retired from the bench in 1891, was promptly
elected a member of the U.S. House of Representatives. He served in
Congress until 1896. And his leadership in the development of the law
school continued.
In 1893, LeRoy Parker resigned as vice dean of the school and the
position was abolished. In the fall of 1893, the law school moved to the
upper floor of the Stafford Building, at 158 Pearl Street. The school
would remain there until 1896.
As noted above, both Niagara University and the University of Buf
falo had insisted that the law school remain financially separate. Though
this situation seems foreign today, it was not unc;ommon at the turn of
the century. This meant that the school's organizers would be entitled
to distribute any profits. Still, it is difficult to determine just what the
school's financial condition was during the early years. A summary of
the finances during this period indicates that in every year from 1889 to
1903 the school closed its fiscal year with a modest balance. In its
reports to the Regents, however, the school reported a modest deficit.
This was mainly because of unpaid faculty salaries.
The school's main expenses were rent, supplies and salaries. As
previously noted, many of the faculty and lecturers were unpaid.
Records indicate, however, that from the beginning s~veral faculty
members were compensated for their work. They included E. Corning
Townsend, Charles P. Norton, LeRoy Parker, Charles T. Chester,
Irving Browne, J.P. Hall, C.B. Wheeler, T.R. Slicer and W.H. Minor.
Salaries differed fromyear to year and from person to person. Faculty
members who served as school officers received higher pay. For ex
ample, during the 1899-1900 academic year, salaries ranged from the
$2,608 paid to Norton to the $150 paid to Parker.
It is not clear if the remaining faculty ever were fully compensated for
their services. Records do indicate, however, that, as with its subscrib
ers, the school intended to pay these "volunteer" lecturers once its
finances improved. In a note contained in the 1892-93 report to the
Regents, the school's treasurer, E. Corning Townsend, stated that
"the debt at the end of this year to writ $3, 606.20 ... includes the sum
of $3,182.05 amount due for unpaid salaries during years of 1887, 1888,
1889, 1890, 1891, 1892.
"This sum is considered a debt by the school, and will be paid when
the funds of the school permit. It is not, however, imperative, but will
be paid only if the school receipts in future years allow.... The actual
debt now existing against the school is $424.15."
In the following year's report, Townsend said that the $3,182.05 debt
for unpaid salaries listed in the 1892-93 report would not be included in
future reports: "While this sum should be paid and will be paid, as the
income of the school in the future allows, it is not a debt in fact which
should be reported and henceforth it .will not appear."

Records do not indicate why some faculty were paid out of current
funds and others were not. Significantly, perhaps, many of the paid
faculty members gave a great deal of their time to the law school, some
teaching several courses and also assuming responsibilities as the
school's officers.
Most of the faculty were "volunteers," and this had its disadvantages.
Volunteer faculty members often failed to show up for all of their sched
uled classes; this became a serious problem. In fact, two seniors, dis
satisfied with the irregular instruction, left for law schools in New York
City. A letter to the faculty aptly summarized the situation:

I wish to call attention to a most serious state of
things. During the first two months of the year 1891
there have been scheduled in the course ofinstruction to
the senior class twelve lectures a week, or two lectures
each day. Of the men scheduled to lecture, one has not
lectured at all, another has lectured only once, a third
has lectured personally only twice, sending a substitute
whom the Seniors refuse to listen to, a fourth has been
absent two or three of the weeks ofhis course, a fifth is
now absent and in fact, I am informed that no one
instructor has delivered in every instance during these
two months the lectures which he was scheduled to give
at the time he was to give them.
The senior class itself have twice left in a body the
class-room because the instruction offered them was
not what they had contracted for.
In 1894, Townsend informed Moot that the school likely would close
the fiscal year with a surplus of about $1,000. Moot and the other
officers met to determine how to use these funds.
Two suggestions were made. The first was to divide the surplus
among those who lectured without receiving regular pay. It was calcu
lated that 295 lectures were scheduled to be delivered by the non
salaried faculty, and that therefore, each would be paid $3. 40 per lec
ture. Several of the lectures were not delivered because the lecturers
failed to show up regularly. As a result, the actual amount per lecture
would be slightly higher.
The second proposal called for the creation of a fund to be used to
"promote the material condition of the school," such as acquiring a
better lecture room and developing a library. But it was argued that the
school should pay its lecturers, and that payment might result in lec
tures' being given on a more regular basis. The officers adopted the first
proposal.
In 1896 the school moved again, this time to the ninth floor of the
Ellicott Square Building, which had just opened. The building was pro
moted as one of the largest and most luxurious office buildings in Amer
ica. It was particularly appealing to the law school because of the pres
ence of Bang's Law Library, a significant private collection owned by

-29

-30

the Ellicott Square Company. The law school adjoined the library and its
students were given free access. The school would remain at the Elli
cott Square Building until1913.
In 1897, two deaths forced changes in the school's faculty. Daniels,
the school's dean since its creation, died in December 1897. On De
cember 31, 1887, Adelbert Moot was elected to fill the vacancy until a
successor to Daniels could be found. The Ron. Sherman S. Rogers was
invited to take Daniels' chair in Constitutional Law. James Fraser Gluck
had also died and Charles B. Wheeler was elected to assume Gluck's
chair teaching Corporations. Both appointments were confirmed by the
University Council on February 12, 1898.
Gradually, student life was becoming more organized. Throughout
this time, students would circulate petitions to seek changes in school
policy. Among their causes: postponement of a Real Property exam;
rescheduling of a class originally set for 4:30 on Saturday afternoons;
extension of the Thanksgiving recess; and postponement of a Contracts
exam. Students wanted to have a holiday the day before Election Day
so they could travel home to vote. They also wanted to have junior class
exams held in the mornings, to extend the Easter recess and to dis
continue the moot court requirement. Records are incomplete. How
ever, the students were successful on at least one issue-the 1894
Contracts examination was postponed at their request.
On October 27, 1896, the junior and senior classes adopted the
following "Rules":

I
No smoking will be allowed in the Lecture Room during
recitations or lectures.

II
Students are requested to conduct themselves in a
quiet and orderly manner while in the Building.
III
Students are likewise requested to refrain from damag
ing the property of the Buffalo Law School in any man
ner.
IV
The lecture room may be used for Class or Society
meetings upon due notice to the Secretary.

v

Violation of the foregoing rules will be referred to a
student governing committee, consisting of three mem
bers of the Senior Class and two members of the Junior
Class, whose action shall be final. The members of the
said committee shall be elected by their respective
classes.

In part, these rules were needed because the school still did not
require any pre-legal college preparation, and many students, barely 18

years old, lacked maturity. These rules were approved by the faculty on
September 25, 1899.
On February 17, 1897,. the Buffalo chapter of Delta Chi was orga
nized. The school's second legal fraternity, it remained prominent until
1928, when it became a general fraternity.
By this time, many were aware of the school's success. Buffalo Law
School was not yet 10 years old in 1896, when a review by the State
Board of Bar Examiners revealed that the school had the highest per
centage of graduates passing the bar exam of any law school in the
state. Of the 50 candidates from the law school, 47 passed on their first
attempt, two on their second.
The school also was becoming a financial success. In 1897, it decided
to use its surplus to partially repay those subscribers whose financial
support had enabled the school to weather the early years. The sub
scribers received 25 percent of their contribution, plus interest.
In 1898, America was once again at war. Three of the school se
niors-Henry Adsit Bull, who later served as president of the alumni
association, John Dunn Clute and Archie C. Ryder-enlisted in the
65th Regiment before graduation. Their classmates petitioned the fac
ulty, asking that the three men receive their degrees despite the ab
sence. By resolution of the University Council, Bull, Clute and Ryder
received their degrees as members of the Class of 1898.
The Class of 1899 also was distinguished by the presence of the first
two women graduates: Helen Z.M. Rodgers and Cecil B. Wiener. Both
would go on to distinguished careers. Rodgers, who won the Clinton
Scholarship, was the first woman to argue an appeal before the New
York Court of Appeals. She also was active in politics and in the wom
en's suffrage movement. Wiener enjoyed a prominent career in private
practice before becoming the first judge of the Erie County Children's
Court-a predecessor to Family Court.
In 1901, the students voted to adopt the honor system during ex
aminations. Also in 1901, the school's lease at the Ellicott Square Build
ing was renewed for five years at $1,200 a year-$400 less than the
previous lease.
The school had achieved considerable success despite the lack of a
full-time dean or faculty. But all knew that the development of a full-time
staff was necessary if growth was not to be stifled. In 1902, the faculty
hired Christopher G. Tiedeman as the third dean.
Tiedeman was a graduate of Charleston College and Columbia Law
School and also had an LL.M. from New York University. Although he
was only 45 when he came to Buffalo, he had taught at the University
of Missouri Law School for 10 years and at New York University for six.
At Buffalo, Tiedeman taught Elementary Law, Constitutional Law, Ne
gotiable Instruments and Real Property.
Unfortunately, Tiedeman died suddenly in 1903. Adelbert Moot was
called upon to serve as acting dean for the 1903-04 academic year while
the search for a new dean ensued.
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